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8 aſonable Expoſtulation, &c. 


REVEREND BRETHREN, 


T the Common Intereſt of the 
1 Reform d Religion, and eſpeci- 
2 Fg ally its oreateſt Bulwark, Our 
Excellent Eſtabliſb d Church ; 

=) if C24 L and Cant 
mon e ſecur d by the beſt Syſtem 
of Municipal Laws that any Nation ever en- 


joy'd: Or, if the Britiſp Honour Abroad, 


and the Public Peace and Tranquillity at 
Home: If all or any of theſe accumulative 
Bleſſings, may be thought ſufficient for an 
Apology: I hope you will pardon the Free- 


dom of this Expoſtulation ; which Nothing 


ſhort of the preſent unhappy and too urgent 
Occation, could poſhbly have extorted from 
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the Generality of 
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lam willing to hope, My Brethren, That 
| You are very far from 
deſigning to bring in Popery and Arbitrary. 


Power ; or ſo much as wiſhing any Funda- 


_ 


* 
* 


mental Change in our moſt Happy Conſti- 


tution both in Church and State; which may 
tend to the ſubjecting of our Conſciences to 
the Tyranny of Rome, and our Temporal 
Rights to the dangerous Extreams either of 
an Abſolute and Unlimited Monarchy, or 
Republican Faction. Yet, from Your ex- 
traordinary Conduct ſince His Majeſty's Hap- 

py Acceſſion to the Crawn, tho the Subject 
of all our United Wiſhes and Prayers; tis 
but too evident, That, inſtead of à be- 
coming Senſe of ſo great a Bleſſing, and in- 
culcating 1n your proper Spheres the known 
Duties of chearful Obedience, intire Confi- 
dence and Satisfaction; You have been 
ſhamefully ſour d by ſome ſevere and un- 
reaſonable Refentments, into ſuch Meaſures 


as naturally tend to alienate the Minds of 
THe Common People, and ſhake the Foun- 
dations of our Publick Safety and Hap- 


Ft 2 | '» Þ 
* 


with the Diſaffeted Clergy. 5 
would therefore fairly examine the 


' ? Grounds of ſuch Deportment, if I can 


3 rightly gueſs at them: and I chink they may 
2? bereduc'd to theſe Three Particulars, viz. 


I. An Exceſſive Tenderneſs for a ſuppog'd 

T7 Hereditary Right. 

Il. A Mziſtaken Notiom of the Church's 

Danger. 8 
III. An Exorbitant Concern at the Many 

Changes in the Adminiſtratiun of Public At- 


fairs. 


As to the Firſt. 
I ſhall not ſpend ſo much Time as to 
look back on the many concurring Circum- 
ſtances, yet freſh in our Memories, which 
at that Dreadful Juncture in 1688, gave the 
Nation fo juſt a Suſpicion of an Impoſture, 
beyond all that was either prov'd or ſug- 
geſted to the contrary, that it fir d em in- 
to almoſt an Univerſal Indignation : But 
fairly examine into the Merits of their Caſe, 
who, againſt all appearance of Reaſon, have 
confidently concluded otherwiſe. Suppoſing 
therefore that Point, for Arguments ſake, 
to 
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to be given up, Can We be fo unreaſon. 
able as to imagine, That if Our Laws, 
which are founded on the United Reaſon, 
Wiſdom and Authority of the whole Nati- 
on, make ſuch Proviſion for Common Safe- 
ty, as to put by the Next Heir, according to 
Proximity of Blood, if He either happens 
to be an Idea or Mamac ; that it ſhould not, 
d fortiori, exclude One who is, in the moſt 


_ avowd and bigotted Degree, of a Religion 


altogether inconfiſtent with our common 
Safety and invaluable Conſtitution in Church 
and State? A Religion! which obliges Him, 
under no leſs Penalty than Eternal Damna- 
tion, to ſubvert, as Heretical, the very 
Church which He folemnly ſwears to main- 
tain ; and to promote, by all poſſible Means, 
another pretended Unzwerſal and Trfalhible 
One, whoſe Intereſts and Defigns are as in- 
compatible as Light and Darkneſs ? A Re- 
lion! which not only diſpences with Per- 
jury, Murder, Treaſon, Rebellion, and all 
other the moſt execrable Crimes, to make 
way for its Advancement; but conſecrates 


them as highly Meritorious too? A Religi- 
on ! which has Slavery always for its Con- 


comitant ; 


, 


X with the Diſaffecled Clergy. 7 
comitant; and that principally of the worſt 
ſort, 2. e. of the Mind; to make way for 
the more eaſy Conqueſt of our Temporal E. 
: ſtates and Civil Liberties ? Which firſt puts 
© out our Eyes, and then eaſily conſigns us o- 
ver to the perpetual Drudgery of Grinding 
at their Mill? Certainly if any Confidera- 
tion in this World, if all the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
- ſons put together which can poſſibly be 
ſuppos d, may be eſteem d ſufficient to trans- 
fer ſuch a Pretended Right, to One Uugueſti- 
onable, and in the true Lineal Deſcent, by 
whom all that is Dear and Valuable to Us 
both as Men and Chriſtians, is happily ſe- 
curd; Theſe, which I have mention'd, 
muſt be acknowledg'd ſuch. And, above 
all, if We confider That this Wiſe and Hap- 
py Efabliſhment is not the Ad of Private 
Perſons, or of the Giddy, Tumultuous and 
VUnthinking Populace ; but the moſt Deli- 
berate, Solemn and United Act of the whole 
Legiſlature ; and purſuant both to Former 
Precedents, and the Ancient Laws of this 
ealm ; which have determin'd it a Præ- 
numre, to affirm the contrary in Words, 


nd in Writing, High-Treaſon. But, ſup- 
poſing 


8 Seaſouable Expoſtulation 


poſing there were no Statute-Laws (wh ich | 
a late Moſt Reverend Prelate has publickly 
acknowledg'd, as the peculiar Happineſs of 
our dan, to be, in theſe Realms, 
the Rule and Meaſure both of — 4 
and Subjection) to warrant and enforce this 3 
moſt highly equitable Limitation and Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Crown : From what Di- 
rections in Holy Writ, what Practice or 
Precepts of our Bleſſed Saviour, what Foot- 
ſteps of the Primitive Church, „what Wri- 
tings of our Holy Fathers, which you pre- 
tend to hold in great Veneration ; and, 
Laſtly, What Doctrines or Deportment 'I 
Our Firſt Reformers, and Other Eminent 
Defenders of our pure Orthodox Eftabliſh'd | E1 
Church, have We learn d it to be Our Pro- x 
vince to Diſpute, Adjuſt or Determine the a 
Rights or Claims of Princes to their Tem- { 
poral Crowns? Do not the Inſpi pird Wri- 
tings, and all thoſe Other which We have 
receiv'd as Sound, Orthodox and Ornamen- 
tal to Religion, plainly point out our Duty 
to be chiefly converſant in the Affairs of a; 
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Spiritual Kingdom; to ſhine in Evangeli- 
cal Vertues, and promate the Great and! 
Ex ? 


\ 


0 with the Diſalfected Clergy. 9 
Excellent Ends of Chriſtianity, with a due 
: © Subordination to our Spiritual Governors, 
and to the juſt Authority and Commands of 
our Gracious Swereion; whom a ſpecial 
Divine Providence, and the Laws of our 
* thrice Happy Conſtitution have Eſtabluh'd as 

Supreme? Is not Loyalty and Allegiance a 
plain, eminent and indiſpenſable Part of our 
Chriſtian Religion; and conſequently of our 
FEccleſtaſtical as well as Civil Polity ; which We 
are commiſſion'd by the Sacred Oracles, 
| and not the Schemes of Wordly Wiſdom, 
Fl Intereſt or Human Politics, to recommend 
tand enforce, by our own Practical Exam- 
4g ples? With what Face of Religion can any 
of you then preſume to take Oaths of 
Fidelity, Supremacy, Abjuration, &c. with 


„ „ „ 


e 
\. ſecret Reſerves or mental Explanations ; fo 


as to diſpenſe with em at pleaſure, or at 


1. | 
je leaſt act contrary to them upon every lit- 
1.) tle Caprichio ariſing from Private Notions 


too fondly imbib'd? Or will Theſe be ſuf- 
7 ficient to bear You out in the Great Au- 
dit, againſt thoſe Eternal Convictions of . 
Conſcience, Reaſon, Honour and Religion, 


} which You are no leſs cruelly than artful- 


OI 


w Al Seaſonable Expoſtulatin = 
ly induſtrious to ſtifle at preſent ? Is there 
nothing Sacred or Awful in the folemn In- 


veſtiture of a Coronation, duly celebrated, ; 
on the cleareſt and moſt indiſputable Legal 
Right, and with almoſt Univerſal Applauſe ? *% 


Is there Nothing real or obliging in the ge- 
neral Duties of Obedience, and Submiſſion 
to thoſe Higher Powers, which the unerring 
Wiſdom of Divine Providence has ſo mer- 
— * over Us, at a Time of our grea- 

teſt Danger and Diſtreſs; and which alone 
could have repaired the heavy Loſs We 


had ſo lately ſuſtain d? Nothing, in that 


ſpecial Enforcement, which claims it at 
Your Hands, as an indiſpenſable Duty to 
God, and thro' Him to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, not only for Wrath, or from the Ter- 


ror of Human Laws, but for Conſcience fake ; | 
if there be any Remains of ſuch a Principle 
within You? Or, is it any Part of your Chri- 
{tian Liberty to flouriſh on thoſe Texts only, 
whilſt the Conduct of Superiors ſuits your 


particular Taft ; and explain'em away when- 


ſoever it ſhall happen otherwiſe ? If You yet 1 


retain a due regard to the Dodrines, Arti- 
cles aud Homilies of Our Church, according 


to 
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with the Diſaffected Clergy: 11 
to your ſolemn Profeſſion and Subſcriptions ; 
ff all this Expoſtulation is needleſs and un- 
uſt ;- whence is it that You ſhould be fo 
deeply infatuated, as to have your Brains 
unaccountably turn'd againft One of the 
"moſt ſignal Inſtances of Divine Goodneſs 
this Favourite Nation ever enjoy'd ; and, 
like the Giddy Iſraclites, in view of their 
#Proms'd Canaan, to hanker after ---- Jou 
Fnow what ---- : Unleſs, that 'tis a ſure 
Complication of whatſoever can tend to 
make Us miſerable ? To return therefore, 
to this Fcfitiaus Idol: which You ſeem to 

worſhip, as they did their Golden Calf, with 
the fame diſtemper'd Zeal, and avow'd 
Contempt of the moſt indulgent Providence. 
If You can ſuppoſe any Thing real in the 
Right You have ſo fondly cry'd up, as Di- 
e vine, Hereditary and Indefeazable: are not 
i: the United Unqueſtionable Birthrights of a 
- Whole Nation, both Religious and Civil, 
ſufficient Balance; that they muſt be 
Þlindly ſacrific d for a Suppoſititious One? 
Muſt We trample on the Aſhes of our 
Forefathers, thoſe Worthy Princes, Nobles 
1d Eminent Patriots (even as early as Al- 
By | B 3 fred 
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[ 12 A Seaſonable Expoſtulation 


cellent Model of Government to fo conſum- 


* 
2 
1 
3 
* 


fred the Great) who, at the Expence of ſo 
much Blood and Treaſure, have not only 
freed this Happy Iſland from the Danger 
of Foreign Invaders, but improv'd its Ex- 


mate a Pitch, as to become the Admiration 


7 Enyy of the whole World: Muſt We, 


I fay, from a frantic Zeal of what is pro- 


erly a Chimæra, at once make all theſe 


- 


- 


Muſcovite Empires, or any Other the moſt 


leſſings precarious; and reduce it to a com- 


mon Level with the Turkiſh, Perſian, or 


Abſolute Governments in the | Univerſe ? 


"Where do the Sacred Writings, the only 
unerring Rule of Faith and Practice, and 


eſpecially the Laws of Chriſtianity, tend to 


ſubvert, or ſo much as meddle or interfere 
with the particular Rights of Cv Conſtitu- 
tions; or enjoyn any more than a chearful 


and conſcientious Obedience to them under 


their ſeveral Forms? Is it poſſible for You. 
My Brethren, to have ſo toon forgot tha 
memorable Inſtance of an Extraordinar) 
Providence, the Happy Revolution, togethe! 
with the Dreadful Occaſion of it, and thi! 
Bleſſings and Benefits attending it? Or, i 
| an) 
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with the Diſaffecled Clergy. 13 


an y of You are fo far harden d in Slaviſh 
Bigotry, as to condemn the Neceſſary Means 


of accompliſhing it, (which You ſeem'd 
with a Rapture of Joy and Thankfulneſs to 
embrace) as Odious and Unjuſtifiable: are 


Lou not at this Time, without any Provo- 


cation, acting over the ſame Thing, which 
was then the Reſult of extremeſt Danger, 
and even abſolute Neceflity ; as if You 
had Nothing now ſo much in view as to 
ſubvert thoſe very Laws and Liberties, and 


that Pure Religion, which You then 


ſhewed a laudable Zeal to preſerve? Will 
you aſperſe the Memory and Conduct of 
thoſe truly Great, Pious, Moſt Reverend, 
and Right Reverend Fathers, and Other 
very Eminent Men in the Church, and the 


many Worthy Patriots in the State, who 
with United Hearts and Hands ftood up 


for our Religion and Laws in that terrible 


Oiſis? Will You condemn the Judgment 


of that Learned and Judicious Body of the 
Loudon Clergy, who in a late Seaſonable Ad- 
dreſs own'd, That they had then wioorouſly | 
withſtood the Efforts of Arbitrary Power ; and 


ſhould again withſtand 'em upon any Return 


of 


14 A Seafomable Expoſtulation 

of the like Dangerous Circumſtances : Or, dares 
any of You have the Front to ſay, That 
your preſent imaginary Grievances bear the 
leaſt Proportion thereunto ; ſince You have 
been often call'd upon to name One In- 
ftance of Violation, or ſo much as ſtrain- 
mg of the Law, under that Wiſe and Ex- 
cellent Adminiſtration whereof You moſt 
paworthily complain? Can You forget what 
Sadneſs filbd every Face, which had but a 
juſt Concern for the Welfare of our Church 
or State; whilſt the Happy Foundations of 
both were oyer-turn'd, to make way for a 
Spiritual Tyranny in the One, and a Tempu- 
ral in the Other? With what Univerſal 
Contempt, and ſtrong Impreſſions of Sp- 
ribieſneſe, was the Mighty Bleſſing You are 


fo fond of, treated at that Time, both in 


the Embryo and after the Birth And has 
only Length of Time been ſufficient to clear 
up His Legitimacy? Which of You would 
not then have parted with the bigger Half 


of your Eſtates, and even almoſt a Right- 


Hand, to have purchas'd and ſecur'd the 
very Bleffings You afterwards, thro' aſto- 
niſhing Ingratitude, moſt ſhametully ſlight- 
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with the Diſaffefted Clergy. 15 
ed; indeed, with no leſs Perverſeneſs than 
an incorrigible Generation, who pretended 
as much as You to Religion and Conſci- 
ence, did, their Quails and Mama, the im- 
mediate Gift of. Heaven? Was not this E- 


fabliſh'd Church, the Strength and Glory of 


the Reformation, which has fo deſervedly 
born a Mighty Name and Renown through- 
out the Chriſtian World, as near as poſh- 
ble to a total Subverſion? And would She 
now, or any Thing that bears the Name of 


Proteſtant, be long able to ſupport its Head, 


if We ſhould be ſo infatuated as to bring 
back a Nurſling of the fame Antichriſtian 


Stem; eſpous d immediately by the Pope 


Himſelf, and only Genuine by an equal or 
rather ſuperior Pitch of Idolatrous Zeal and 
Superſtitious Blindneſs ? Can You imagine 
any other, than a Super-addition to that Sla- 
viih Yoke: Or, that he would chaſtize Tov 
with Scorpions; and make His little Finger 
thicker than the Loyns of His Pretended Father? 


However, fince You can't be content to be 


Happy your ſelves, (like thoſe Reſtleſs and 
Diſconſolate Spirits mention d in the Goſpel) We 


cannot but with that You had ſo much Ge- 


neroſity, 


16 A Secaſonable Expoſiulation 
nerofity, as to ſuffer Other Good Chriſti- 
ans and Honeſt Britons of better Sentiments, 
to be Eaſy and Happy: And that You 
would convince the World of acting from 
real Principles; either by chooſing to ſhare 
with your Excluded Maſter in His Afflicti- 
ons abroad, or at leaſt Declaring fairly and 
_ openly for Him and His Intereſts. Such 

a Conduct as Yours, might, without Won- 
der or Surprize, paſs for juſtihable, or at 
leaft carry fome Face of Confiftence, from 
Profeſs d Papiſts and Nonjurors : But, from 
Thoſe who have not only taken, and pro- 
bably repeated, Oaths of Allegiance to a 
Lawful Syvereign, but on the juſteſt Grounds 
and in the moſt ſolemn manner, abjur'd all 
other Pretenſions of Right; Who daily 
Pray, in the Public Forms, for the Peace and 
Proſperity of the Preſent Government, and 
yet, as if they had à different Meaning, 
and only prevaricated with God and Man, 
can break thro' the ſtrongeſt Ties upon 
Earth, by raifing or fomenting groundleſs 
Jealouſies, alienating the Minds and Affecti- 
ons of the Laity, eſpecially of the interior 


Sort, and conſequently encouraging Sedi- 
| 1 tion, 


| with the Diſaſſedled Cg). 17 
tion, Inſurrections and open Rebellion: 
From ſuch, I ſay, there is ſomething in it 
ſo ſhocking to Human Nature, and ſo con- 
trary to the Dictates of Honour and Reli- 


gion; that, were it not for ſome Hopes of 


Remorſe and Amendment in Them, and 


preſerving Others from the Contagion, it 


5 ought not to be nam d in Gath, or publiſh'd 
in Askelon. And therefore, ſince the Folly 


and Impiety are ſo equally groſs and unpa- 


ralleI'd, as not to admit of any further ſe- 
rious Reaſoning : I ſhall paſs to the Second 


Principal Ground of Your Prejudice, vix. 


II. A Miſtaken Notion of the Church's 


Danger. 


Miſtaken I call it, becauſe I would cha- 


; 2 hope That with Some it is ſo: tho 


this 
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retence has of late Years been ſo 
vifibly made Uſe of only as an Artifice to 


cover the worſt Deſigns, which otherwiſe 
would not have gone down with the Vul- 


gar, Vell meaning, but Injudicious Part of 


2 Mankind ; that every Honeſt, Dutiful and 
2 Confiderate Perſon has had almoſt a Sur- 


feit of it. Suppoſing therefore that there 
C | may 


is A Seaſmuable Bxpoſtulatim 
may be ſome among You, My Brethren, 
more fincere and undiſguis'd, and who real- 


ly thought that there might be ſome Re- 


ality in thoſe violent Suggeſtions, or ſolid 
Grounds for all that artful Noiſe and Cla- 
mour : I would calmly and impartially ask 
You, In what Particulars did, or does, the 
Danger fo vehemently urg'd, conſiſt? You 
may remember, not long ago, that the on- 
ly Barrier requir'd for the Church's Safety, 
was the Occaſional Bill: and on this Your 
Minds were fo paſſionately ſet, at a Jun- 
cture when the more Confiderate Part of 
the Nation, no leſs Zealous for the Church's | 
Safety and Intereſt than your Selves, did 
not think it ſeaſonable; that You could 
not keep within any Bounds of Temper at 
the Diſappointment. I need not remind 
You with what Warmth and Bitterneſs You _ 
declaim'd thereupon, both from the Pul- 
pit and Preſs ; to that Nothing but Falſe + 
Brethren and The Danger of the Church could 
be heard from every Quarter. Well: at 


-4 more proper Seaſon this Great Bulwark 


was rais d for Her Safety, by the very Men 


whom You had falſly charg'd with a Con- 
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ſpiracy to betray Her into the Enemies 


Hands: and whether your raſh Anger, di- 


: viding Prejudices and Complaints, did in 
any meaſure abate thereupon, I appeal to 


God, and your own Conſciences. I think, 
You will not deny but that, on the contra- 
ry, Your pretended Jealouhes and Fears ſtil 
grew higher upon every Conceſſion : The 
Church, which was to help out all your 
Schemes, was yet in Danger, becauſe encom- 


paſſed with Falſe or Treacherous Friends; 


and Nothing could render her Safe, till the 


whole Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs 


was lodg'd in the Hands of Such as You 


were pleas'd to honour with the diſtinguiſu- 
ing Title of Her Genuine Ss, All the 
Reſt, including Some of Her Right Reverend 
Fathers and Governors, were boldly lump'd 
together among the Hypocrites and Falſe 


Brethren ; or as Antimonarchical, Schiſma- 


tical, and every Thing that could tend to 
blacken 'em : tho' They were Such as had 
always ſhewn the moſt unſhaken adherence 
to the Church, not only as Her Brighteſt 
Ornaments, and by their conſtant Commu- 
nion, but, to the hazard of all their Ten- 

| G3 ; 
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was their 


poral Intereſts, ftrenuouſly pleaded Her 
Cauſe 1n the . [nan Extremity. And what 

rime, if You would but for 
once be ingenuous ; fave that they could 
not run into the common Frenzy of the 


Times, and the Shibbaleth of a Party, who, 


under the Diſguiſe of a Few indigeſted rum- 


bling £pzhets (ſuch as Unalienable, Inde- 
feazable, Divine, Hereditary, Hc.) were 
with the utmoſt impatience viſibly under- 
mining the Proteſtant Eſtabliſh'd Succeſſion, 
the Glorious Product and Immortal Honour 
of the IN Laſt Rezons, and the only Foun- 
dation of pur Happineſs in Church and & ate; 
to which Theſe inconſiſtent, yet aſſuming, 


Loyaliſts, of all Good Britons, pretended ne- 
vertheleſs to be the moſt firmly attach'd ? 


The Succeſs abundantly anſwer'd, and even 
exceeded Your Wiſhes and Hopes. A Mi- 
niſtry all of a piece, True Genuine Sons, were 
ſoon eftabliſh'd, to the Joy of Your Hearts. 
The only Danger of the Church was at- 
firmed to be from the Republican and Fa- 
natical Side, and all ſuch Churchmen (tho 


never fo ſteady and untainted) as could not 


rum with Toy into the ſame Exceſs of Riot: a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt whom You had ſufficiently guarded. 
As for Popery : twas repreſented as much 
: refind, civiliz d, and quite alter d from the 
Roughneſs of Former Times; therefore 
little or no Harm to be apprehended from 
that Quarter. And thus the Cauſe of High 
Church (Vour Favourite Diſtinction) and 
Hereditary Right went on triumphantly; to 
the Univerſal Joy and Tranſport of all the 
Profeſs'd and Genuine Sons of Rome. The 
credulous Mobb, thoſe potent Judges of 
Right, to whom You had appeal'd in De- 
fiance of Law, were almoſt entirely gain d 
to your Side. Yet You durſt not throw off 
the Mask, and let them into the Darling 
Secret at once ; leſt the giddy Herd, who, 
for the moſt part, meant otherwiſe, ſhould 
ſtartle and recoil. Therefore, that the 
- wondrqus Scheme might take place, and 
Matters he throughly ripen'd for a Revolu- 
tion; the whole Deſign and Glorious Suc- 
: ceſs of the Late War, tho at the very 
Point of being accompliſh'd, muſt be alto- 
4 gether unravelld at once; the Authority, 
Honour and Goodneſs of Her Late Maje- 

fy, ſhamefully abusd ; and the Nation 

BM weaken'd, 


22 A Seaſonable Expoſtulatim 
weaken'd, betray'd, and given up into the 
Hands of an inveterate Ezemy, at a Time 
when He acknowledg'd Himſelf to lie at 
its Mercy. And fo, from the inceſſant 
Clamour of The Church's Danger, artfully 
manag'd by its ſubtil Adverſaries, We have 
had the Mortification to ſee a moſt Potent, 
Wealthy and Victorious Nation, the Bul- 


wark of the Reform d Religion, and the Li- 


berties of Europe, the Balance of Power, and 
ſtrongeſt Check to Unzwerſal Monarchy ; 
ſtript at once of all its amazing and unpa- 
rallel'd Atchievements ; of its Honour and 
the Public Faith of Athances ; and from the 

Glory, become the Jeſt and Scorn of the 
whole World. An Infatuation fo prodi- 

ouſly aſtoniſhing ; that, when tranſmit- 
ted by the moſt Faithful Hiſtorians, the Be- 
lief of it will be ſufficient to ſtagger the 
lateſt Poſterity ! But, to quit this Melan- 
choly Theme ; which, upon a ſerious Re- 
collection, is enough to chill the Blood of 
every Honeſt Briton and Sound Proteſtant. 


Did You not, My Brethren, at laſt propoſe f 


and obtain The Schiſm Bill, as the ne plus 
ultra of Your Wiſhes; and what was to 


have 
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have compleated the Church's Safety ? And 
yet, after all, inſtead of ſuch Satisfaction, 


have not your Jealouſies and Surmizes ra- 
ther grown upon You ; and too plainly de- 


monſtrated, that Nothing ſhort of Your 
Fictitious, tho a Popiſb Head, will render 
Her Safe and Flouriſhing in your Opinion? 
To what purpoſe elſe, have You contri- 


buted to ſour the Minds of the People with 


this Wretched Miſtake, which is fo fre- 
quently in their Mouths, That tis better to 
be Papiſts than Presbyterians : As if an Ido- 
latrous Worſhip, and One that is inconfi- 
ſtent with our C Conſtitution, were pre- 
ferable to One that agrees with Us in all 
the Fundamentals of Religion, and in o- 


ther Points has fo little Difference, that tis 


Matter of Shame to them, as well as of 
Grief to Us; that there ſhould be any. God 
be praiſed, Lhe rc, for whom We 
can never ſhew too great Concern, is very 
Safe, if You will but ſuffer Her to be fo: 
and there is no Ground of Fear from either 


of theſe Opponents, if, by unreaſonable Di- 


ſtinctions and Diviſions, You do not fur- 


ther weaken Her Intereſts. And, as to the 


2 


f 
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Diſſenters: notwithſtanding the Narrowneſs 
of their Private Opinions, which is inex- 
cuſable and greatly to be deplor'd, yet re- 
movable only by Run and Candour, 
You muſt do them the Juſtice to own, That 
ever fince the Happy Reſtoration, upon any 
Proſpect of the Return of Popery, they have 
always appeared in the Intereſt of the E- 
ſtabhjhment, as the Only Bulwark againſt the 
Common Enemy: tho' ſome Few of their 
Leaders are very juſtly charg'd with not ha- 
ving acted fo clearly in the late Reign of 
King James II. But, amidſt all your Con- 
cern for the Danger of the Church, let me 
ſeriouſly ask You, If there is not ſomething 
of that Kind worthy of Notice, wherein 
Vou have hitherto been altogether ſilent; 
viz. The Attempts of Some very Active 
and not inconſiderable * Pens to unite Us 
with the Gallicun Church: which is no lets 
than bringing Us back again to embrace all 
the groſſeſt and moſt abſurd Parts of Pope- 
ry, i. e. Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Images, 
Iroocation of Sainte, Maſſes for the Dead, &c? 
How ihould a Matter of that Moment hap- 
| pen 


a by Dr. H---ks, Mr. L---tj, &c. 
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pen to eſcape your ſolicitous Care and pe- 
7 netrating Foreſight ? After all the Learned 
- | Induſtry and Noble Zeal ſhewn by our Ft 
- | Reformers, in caſting off the Superſtition 
and Idolatry of the Romiſh Church; and paſ- 
ſing chearfully thro' the moſt cruel Flames, 
to preſerve the Honour and Purity of the 
1 Reformation ; ſhould We at laſt return to 
that wretched Blindneſs and miſerable Ser- 
vitude? And is there no Danger to the pure 
Orthodox Doctrine and Articles of our E. 
1 fablif bd Church, from the Schiſmatical At- 
tempts of * Others to bring Us as near as 
poſſible to the Verge of Popery ; by reviving 
the Exploded Tenets of 3 Confeſſion ; 
the Neceflity of Abſolution ; Heathenizang the 
far greater Part of Refa d Chriſtendom; and 
Jrepreſenting the Euchariſt as a real Sur rfice 
both Expiatory and Propitiatory, which our 
Church has always underſtood as a Thank- 
ful Commemoration of that One compleat 
Sacrifice ofter'd up in the Perſon of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour? Had it not been far leſs Dan- 
gerous and more commendable, to have 
throw off the Mask, and Declar'd bold- 
- [ly for the Authority and Determinati- 
] _ 213. -. an 
” Dr. B----tt, Mr. J-, GC, 
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ons of 'the Pretended Mother Church ; fince 
the Poyſon would have been more diſcer- 
nible, and eafily avoided by the meaneſt 
Capacities ? Is it Nothing to vilify the Sen- 
timents and Chriſtian Latitude of the late 
Right Reverend and truly Religious * * 
of London, and of the Univerſity of Oxford, 
in their ſeveral Reſponſory Letters to the E- 
ftabliſh'd Church of Geneva; written but 
few Years ago, in the moſt Candid, Chari- 
table and moſt Obliging Expreſſions imagi- 


nable? Or to trample on the Sacred Aſhes 
of that Pious Martyn Ring Charles 1. by de- 
nying Him ſo much as Chriſtianity: and 
to thwart the clear Teſtimonies of Archbi- 
ſhop Bancroft, Bp. Bilſon, Bp. Couſins, Mr. 
Hooker, Mr. Thorndike, and all the Eminent 
Divine of our Church? But, whither will | 


not Men run, when a milguided Zeal and 


their own aſpiring Aims, has broke thro' 


the Peace, Unity and long recetv'd Senti- | 


ments of that very Church for which the 


9 


o furiouſly contend? Whatever plauſible 
Suggeſtions may be us'd, to keep up that | 
Unhappy, and (I may fay) if not timely | 
removd) Fatal Diſtinction of Hb and 


Low : tis certainly one of the moſt Maſter- | 
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ly Stratagems of the Grand Enemy ; who, 
under all Diſguiſes, is indefatigable in His 


Endeavours to ſow Tares among the Good 
Seed, or Diſcord between Brethren, United in 
the ſame Communion, the fame Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, and differing indeed in No- 
thing but new-coin'd, empty and inexpli- 
cable Names. If this pernicious Evil be 
not ſpeedily curd, by reſuming a Temper 
ft to weigh and conſider Things impartial- 
ly; 'tis but too probable, That à Church, 
2 tho' the moſt Beautiful and Flouriſhing, 
| when rent aſunder by Diſcord, may be as 
unable to ſtand, as 4 Ningdom divided againſt 
it ſelf. Was it not inteſtine Diviſions, Ani- 
mo ſities, and preferring an empty Name 
to the Eſſence and Purity of Religion, that 
firſt remov'd the Golden Candleſticks from 
7 thoſe Seven Flouriſping Churches of Aſia; and 
left them to be ſwallow'd up in the groſs 
2 Darkneſs of Pagan and Mabumctan Idola- 
try? And is there any Thing that can hurt 
or endanger this Renown'd Proteſtant Church, 
the Head of the Reforn'd Intereſt, conſider- 
ing its Happy Situation and Firm Connexi- 
on with the Czvil State, but the unaccounta- 
ble Infatuation of tearing it ſelf in pieces by 
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new-invented Diſtinctions, groundleſs Fears 
and Jealouſies, and graſping at farther 
Heights of Power and Independency, than 
the Pious Fomnders of our Glorious Reforma- 
tion, and their Learned Succeſſors can, with- 
out Injury to their Memories, be ſuppos'd 
to have ſo much as thought of? We have 
lately made the Trial how inconſiderable a 
Proportion the whole United Force of Thoſe 


who profèſſedly Divide from Her, bears to 


Her own Collective Strength, whilſt She is 
{o Happy as to remain, like the Ancient 

eruſalem, as a City that is compact vt bin 
Aer ſelf. And, without pretending to the 
Spirit of Prophecy, He mutt offer Violence 
to Reaſon, and be a Stranger to the natural 
Tendency of Things, who cannot foreſee, 


That if ever the Almighty, for our Sins and | 


unworthy Deportment, ſhould ſuffer Us to 
fall again under the inſupportable Yoke of 
Romiſhß Tyranny and Superttition, our own | 
raſh Centures, ill grounded Prejudices and 
Subdiviſions, will be the unhappy Cauſe of | 
it. But, if ſuch Hints as theſe appear tri- | 


vial, and of little or no Weight with You ; 
and conſequent] y unworth * of your Cog- 


nizance: if You yet perſiſt in yotir appre- 


9700 henſions 


y w A WW ww .-097 pe. TY © hu 
ee De EI F : ” 
2 1 bo F - RE EEE BOK 2 
rs RN ooh A oy G / ĩðͤ ne I EE LY n 


LUA 
WET; ES IE ge 1 


* 2 
P 


en prot Low A nd — 5 TTY 
. 2 8 R e n _ a 0 
8 rr . 45 73" ES. 208 Work 
p R's Wen, LS Re) e PP c 
FPV F 
. E 


with the Diſaffected Clergy. 29 


henſions of Danger otherwiſe : then give 


me leave to ask ſeriouſly, Whether You can 
name any One Thing wherein His Majeſty, 


fince His Happy Acceſſion to the Crown, 
has nor ſhewn Hunſelf the moſt Tender, 
Careful and Prudent Head of the Church and 


Father of His People ? Wherein has He or a- 


ny of the Mmiſtry employ'd by Him, or 
the Two Houſes of Parliament, ſwerv'd a Tit- 
tle from our invaluable Conſtitution in Church 


and State? Wherein has the Royal Preroga- 


tive (a Word You have formerly been very 


fond of!) ever yet been ſtrain d; or the 
leaſt Shadow appear'd of any Attempt to- 
wards it ? Has any Offer been hitherto made 
towards Repealing the Occaſſonal or Sthiſm 


Acts; or doing the leaſt Matter that could 


poſſibly tend to weaken the Church's Inte- 


reſt? On the other Hand: Has not His 


Sacred Majeſty often repeated the moſt Re- 
ligious and Solemn Engagement to ſupport 
every Part of our Happy Conſtitution? Has 
He not ſhewn a Pious Care for the Church 


and Clergy ; by earneſtly recommending to 


Both Houſes, a ſuitable Provifion for thoſe 
Fifty Churches that are to be erected ? A 
Concern fo truly Laudable and Religious, 

that, - 


« 
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| that, if You could but for once be candid 
and ingenuous in your Acknowledgments, | 
it would by your delves, not many Years | 
ago, have been thought highly endearing, | 
4 and almoſt Meritorious ! Has he not ſhewn | 
| a Noble Inſtance of His Generous Kindneſs 
to One of the Unzverſitics ; ſuch as juſtly 
claims a Place in our Annals; and may not 
the Other, on due Encouragement and a pro- 
per Occaſion, expect to ſhare as largely in 
His Bounty ? Has not His whole Deport- 
ment diſcover'd the greateſt Lenity and 
Goodneſs ? His Care and Application been 
always ſuitable to the Mighty Burden which 
He ſuſtains ? His ſtrict regard to our Ex- 
cellent Laws, as the Rule and Teſt of His 
Government, ſo conſpicuous as to ſet Him 
beyond the reach of Detracting Malice? 
And yet, is not this the Prince, whoſe Su- 
remacy You can hardly afford to acknow- 
ledge by thoſe juſt Titles, which have al- 
ways been efteem'd a Badge of Our thrice 
Happy Reformation, of Our Excellent Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, and of Your own Obedience 
to Her laudable Conſtitutions, Articles and 
Canons, for which You have ſolemnly en- 
gag'd? If Religion therefore, Reaſon, Du- 
8415 ty, 


F Sts Ne era E's md 9 I LIL Seed 13 HERS 
Se , 8 


* 
> 
NE 
WP 
N 
1 
1 e 
LS. 
7K 

LO 
1 
5 

2 
. 
Pines: os 
Lact 
Nl 
55 

* 

4 

* 

, 
* 


!!!! ee er CO DE CEE 
2 12 x ö : Ws . 


with the Diſafſeled Clog). 31 
ty, Policy or Intereſt, or any Thing but 
unaccountable Prejudice and Obſtinacy, 
could be pleaded on Your Behalf ; You may 


aſſure your Selves, I had never us'd the 


Freedom of this Expoſtulation. But per- 


haps You will think to extenuate the Guilt, 
by alledging 
III. T hoſe many Changes in the Admimiſtra- 
tion of Public Affairs. = 

JTis not improbable, after all, if You 
would ſpeak plainly, that this is efteem'd 
the greateſt, or rather the only Grievance : 
and if fo, let Us fairly examine into the 
Reaſon and Juftice of it. You cannot yet 
have forgotten (for ſo long as the Brztzfþ 
Nation remains, 'twill be remembred with 


Wonder and Horror) that, thro' groundleſs 
Clamours and impious Suggeſtions rais'd by 
Thoſe who had the worſt Deſigns in view, 


You had the Pleaſure to fee the moſt Able 
and Faithful Mmſtry We ever had been 
bleſs'd with, not only laid afide, but ſhame- 
fully diſgrac'd with the moſt Opprobrious 
Epithets that Popiſʒ Malice and Faction 
could ſuggeſt: after They had, in a Series 
of the moſt unwearied Application and a- 
ſtoniſhing Succeſs, rais'd the Glory of the 

| S0. 
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Great-Britdin to a much higher Pitch than 
any who had ever gone betore them. No 


ſolid Reaſon was ever given for this ſad Ca- 


zaſtrophe ; nor any Miſmanagement alledg'd : 
But the chief, and perhaps only Crime (as 
'twas then juſtly ſuppos'd, and is ſince un- 
deniably evident) was their too firm At- 
tachment to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as Eſta- 
bliſh'd in the Houſe of Hanover. When any 
of the ſtanch Friends of that Happy Eſta- 


bliſhment expreſs d their Senſe of the Dan- 


ger, and the Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch nume- 
rous Removes, Diſſolution of the Parlia- 


ment, Breaking with Our Allies, Oc. from 


a juſt Concern at the direct Tendency of 


ſuch a precipitant and unprecedented Ca- 


reer; they were, You know, immediately 
anſwer'd, with a Warmth and Shortnels 
ſuitable to the Conduct, by urging the 
Royal Prerogative, and the Duty of Subjeds 
to acquieſce. Accordingly I hey late ſtill; 


hung their Harps on the Willows 3 and, with 


a melancholy Patience, ſaw a Potent Nati- 
an, in the higheſt Pitch of Glory and Cre- 
dit that it ever enjoy'd, madly and wil- 
fully ruin itſelf, betray and deſert its Faith- 
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ful Friends, and ſhake the Foundations of 
the common Safety and Liberties of Europe; 
through the Raſhneſs, Treachery or Un- 
$kiltulneſs of Two or Three vile proſtitute 
| Wretches, the worſt that ever fate at the 
Helm of Public Affairs. They, who ne- 
ver profeſs d an Unlimited Paſſive Obedience, 

had ſo much Religion and Temper as to 
practiſe it. There were no Conſpiracies 
heard of ; no Inſurrections, Tumults or in- 
ſulting the Government : But the Event of 
Things, which to Human View appear'd 
inexpreſſibly Diſmal, was left, with a be- 
coming Submiſſion, to the Superintendency 


7 of Divine Providence. In this Extremity 


of Danger, this Diſconſolate and Defence- 
leſs State of Things, upon the Demiſe of 
3 Her late Pious Majeſty, the propitious Care 
of Heaven, which has fo often viſibly ex- 
erted it {elf in a miraculous manner for the 
| Reſcue of this Church and Nation, caus d the 
Eſtabliſi d Succeſſiun, which had been moſt 
audaciouſly ſtruck at, to take place, thro'a 
complication of Favourable Circumſtances; 
and brought His preſent Sacred Majeſty to the 
Poſſeſſion of his Throne in Peace and Safe- 
ty, And ſhall it ae 1 thought a Crime, 
ol 


3 1 41 Seaſonable Expoſtulation bs 
or ſo much as ill Conduct, for Him to diſ- 


place Thoſe whom He knew to have been | 


1n a Confederacy for the Fruftration of His | 


Right ; and put the Management of Pub- 


lic Affairs into ſuch Hands as He could ſafe- 
ty confide in? Had He acted otherwiſe, ac- þ 
cording to your Scheme of Politics, tis more | 
than probable, from the preſent Face of 
Things, that the Old Conſpiracy, which ap- 


pears to have been very deeply laid and ſtea- 


dily carried on, would have taken Effect; 
and Himſelf, with all His and the Nation's 
Intereſts, been treacherouſly given up to a 
Foreign Irvader, the ſworn Vaſſal of Fance 


meaſure, owe the comfortable Proſpect of 
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and Rome. Nay : do We not, in a great 
our Future Tranquillity to an Extraordina- || 
ry Divine Providence, in placing ſo ſeaſon- 


ably at the Helm of a Neighbouring Nati- 
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on, à Prince of the moſt conſummate Wiſ-⸗ 
dom, Honour and juſtice; who ſeems, as 


the Happy Inſtrument of Heaven, zealouſly 


to concur with our Augult Sereren in thoſe 


Great and Noble Defigns of reſtoring Peace to | 
Europe, and ſecuring its Liberties, both Civil | 
and Religious? But further; befide ſuch ne- 


ceſſary regard to a common Safety, Vou muſt 
acknow- | 
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wth the Diſaffecled Clergy. 35 
acknowledge, That a very great part of 


thoſe numerous Changes, too partially com- 
plain'd of, were no more than a Point of Ju- 


! ſtice; to reſtore Perſons of known Abilities 


and unſullied Reputation, who had been ve- 
ry odly difplac'd before: and, ttis at leaſt 
probable, That if the Gentlemen of the O- 
ther Side, who had not rendred themſelves 
by any paſt Conduct unworthy of Truſt, had 
thought fit to ſhew a Lemper anſwerable to 
the Dictates of Loyalty and Religion, they 
would, in a little Time, have appear'd on 
an equal Foot with the reſt, by ſharing im- 
partially the Favours of the Government. 


But, ſuppoſing otherwiſe. Are not Preriga- 
tive, Allegiance, Duty and Submiſſion, the ſame 


in This as in Former Reigns? Or, but an 
empty Jargon, to amuſe the World and ſerve 
a Turn with, upon Occaſion? Are not Oaths 
and Subſcriptions as ſolemn and equally o- 
bliging as formerly? And Paſhve Obedience 
as Orthodox, Wholeſome and Seafonable, 
both in Theory and Practice, as heretofore? 
Perhaps You will ſay, We have born no 


active part in theſe Tumults and open Re- 


bellions; but, on the contrary, abhor the 
Principles tending thereunto: and far be it 
E 2 from 


36 Seaſonable Expoſtulatiun 
from me to judge otherwiſe. Yet give me 
leave to ſay, with all becoming Deference, 
That ſuch Negative Vertues are not ſuffici- 
ent, at ſo extraordinary a Juncture, to ex- 
cuſe any in your Stations and Characters. 
From that known Maxim, He who is not a- 


aſt Us, ß for Us; We may, with parity of | 


— — yy tr, — — * 


- = S—— I = ==> _— 
a 8 — 
—— — _ - _ - 
— === _ 
tn = et, i a 


: = = == * 
2 5 =_ 

= : = \ 

2 4 — — IN : FRY - ä © . —— T = 2 — = —_—— -= — — <> aww — — 
— — — ——— —Ü— a6ä ——ͤ ́—ù ̃—Eüw!n 4 — 
— — —— . — — — — — — — - - 
% 
bh 


5 against Us, Have you therefore, My 
Brethren, with a Zeal and Sincerity ſuitable 
to the Occaſion, endeavour'd to ſatisfy the 
perverted Minds of your Fellow Subjects; 
by removing their groundleſs Jealoufies and 
Fears ? Have you of late, as much as for- | 
merly, inculcated to them the Neceſſity of | 
Obedience to the Higher Powers, as a Mat- 
ter of Conſcience and an Eſſential part of |! 
Religion : to the King as Supreme; and to F 
all who are put 1n Authority by or under 
Him? Have you often repreſented to them 
the Nature and Conſequents of Popery : its 
utter inconſiſtence with the Religious and 
Cw Conſtitution of this Government; and 
the unavoidable Danger, or rather Certain- 
ty, of its being re-eſtabliſh'd in theſe Nati- 
ons, if any other than the preſent Happy 
Settlement of the Crown had taken place? 


Have 
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eaſon, inter, That He who is not for Us, } 
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with the Diſaſſedled Cle). 37 
Have You put them in mind of His Maje- 


ſty's eminent Wiſdom, His ſtrict Juſtice, and 


incomparable Temper; which rendred Him 


univerſally endear'd to His former Sub- 


jects, whilſt He was bound by no other 


Laws than His own Goodneſs ? Have You 
ever intimated the Advantages of His Great 


Intereſts in the German Empire; and His 


Potent Alliances with Foreign Princes and 
States: which render Him capable of im- 
proving the Credit, Riches and Gran- 
deur of the Nation beyond any Prince 
in Chriſtendom that could poſſibly have 


been veſted with this Imperial Diadem? 


And, laſtly, Have You ſo much as once 
ſuggeſted to them the Fatal Conſequences 
of bringing back (if God, for our Sins, 


ſhould permit it) a juſtly rejected Pretender, 


but real Bankrupt ; plung d into greater 


| | _ Debts than the whole Nation is able to diſ- 


charge; hr'd with the deepeſt Impreſſions 
of Anger and Revenge; and bigotted to the 
cruel Maxims, Superititions, and Idolatry 


of the Church of Rome, in the higheſt De- 


gree: Who could no other way com- 


penſate the many fignal Favours receiv'd 


trom the Pope Himſelf, than by the moſt 


{peedy 


38 A Seaſmable Expoſhlation 
ſpeedy Endeavours to root out what they 
call the Northern Hereſy : And Who, after 


all, on the juſteſt Grounds and moſt weigh- 
ty Reaſons in the World, (if there were 


any room to ſuppoſe Him Legitimate) 1s 


mncapacitated by Law ? Or rather, inſtead of 
ſuch wholeſome and ſeaſonable Mementos ; 


Have You not too often added Fuel to the 
unhappy Flame, not only in Converſation, 
but in the Pulpit too; by artful Infinuati- 
ons, oblique Retlections, and broaching 


Jealoufies, or (which St. Paul particularly 


condemns) Evil Surmiſmgs ? And then,what 


is the natural Conſequence ; but for the 


credulous and unthinking Peoplegreedily to 


catch at the infectious Hints, and make em 


the Subje& of their daily Diſcourſe, with 
all the wretched aggravations that can be 


thought of; till they forget the proper Bu- 


ſmeſs of their ſeveral Spheres; and like ſuch 
as have their Brains turn'd, become really 
frighten'd out of their Senſes and Duty at 
once? How can Youdeclaim againſt the Raſh- 
neſs and giddy Steps of Forty One ; which 
took their unhappy Rite from the fame Me- 
thods of Inſtilling Political Jealouſies into 
the Minds of the common People; and ne- 
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| with the Diſaſſecled Clagy, 39 
yer ceas'd, till they had work'd up the 
Frenzy to ſuch an Height as compleated the 
Ruin of Our Church and Monarchy? Or can 


You ſo much as mention Hugh P---rs, and 


the Other Incendiaries of that Time, with- 
out deſcribing Your own Conduct: and 
with this ſad aggravation too, That they 
had ſome real Grievances for their Topics; 
whilſt You can pretend to none? Is not the 
raging of the People very aptly compar'd to 
the Swelling Billows of a troubled &a; 
which Nothing but Divine Omnipotence 
can calm or reſtrain ? May not therefore, 


the dreadful Woe denounc'd by our Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour againſt Thoſe who are the Occa- 


ſion of Offences, be very juſtly applied in 


the State as well as Church, to ſuch a Con- 
duct as Yours; if under the moſt Honou- 
rable Character of Peace-makers, You either 


openly or tacitly encourage Popular Diſcon- 


tents, Factions and Tumults: which, tho? 
intended only to ſuch or ſuch an Height, 
on Politic Views, very often prove as un- 
manageable as a Mighty Deluge that waſh- 
es away all the Banks 1t meets with ? And 


| when the Melancholy Scenes of Bloodſhed 
Confufion and Deſolation, appear; will it 


be 
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be any Excuſe or Alleviation, to ſay, Who 
could have foreſeen ſuch a Conſequence ? Will 
not the ready and ſtinging Anſwer be, Who, 
but Men ſtupidly Blind and Harden d, could 
hade imagin d otherwiſe ? Is it poſſible for a- 
ny of You to think, That there can be no 
Reſiſtance of the Higher Pore, but that of 
the Hand, or in the open Field? If ſo: 
then Holy David need not have pray'd fo 
pathetically to be deliver d from the Dan- 
gerous Attacks of Deceitful and envenom'd 
Tongues : Nor, that Pattern of Wiſdom, 
His Succeſſor, connected the Fear of God and 
Honouring of the King, aàs inſeparable or Fun- 
damental Parts of Religion: Nor declar'd 
it with an Emphaſis, as a Sin against a Man's 
om Soul to provoke the Vicegerent of Heaven: 
Nor urg'd our Obedience to His Commands 
in regard to the Oath of God: Nor ſeverely 
caution'd Us againſt Curſing Him in our Bed- 
Chamber, or ſo much as in our 1 houghts; not 
only on the account of Guilt, but the Dan- 
ger of Diſcovery, by ſecret Ways of the 
Supreme Providence, which is in a ſingular 
manner intereſted in His Preſervation. Has 
not even Homer as well as St. Paul, told 
You, That the King's Authority is from God? 

LT _ . And 
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And if fo: can you reflect any greater In- 
dignity on the Supreme Being, than to a- 
buſe the Sacred Image which He has in- 
ſtampt on His Chief Mmiſter on Earth ; 
or aftront that Authority which is the near- 
eſt Type and Reſemblance of His own ? 
If the Divine Oracles, wherewitli We are in 
a ſpecial manner intruſted, will not allow 
the Doing of Evil, on the moſt ſpecious pre- 
tence, Sc. Ihr Good may come of it: then 
certainly We may not Do Evil, when a great- 
er, nay the greateſt Evil that can befal any 
Nation, will be the unavoidable Conſe- 
QUENCE, „ oO 
It muſt needs therefore be very aſtoniſh- 
ing to this, as 'twill certainly be toatter Ages, 
That there ſhould be a Set of Men, of Chriſti- 
ans, of Proteſtants, aſſuming in a peculiar 
manner the Tutle of Churchmen ; who, under 
the moſt Ha %) Circumſtances that their Hearts 
could deſire, were ſo miſerably infatuated, from 
trivial and mexplicable Prques, as cagerly to ſeek 
ther own Rum, with the certain Means of ef- 
fedtimng it: To quibble and prevaricate with Hea- 
ven it ſelf, by unploring Deliverance in Extre- 
mity of Danger; and then affrumting the Delive- 
rer upon the firſt appearance o/ Safety : To deſpiſe 
i F 
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42 4 Seaſonable Fxpoſtulation | 
and reedt what they had earneſtly prey fo, 
and folenmly acknowledo'd ;' and, almoſt in the = 
fame Breath, covet what they had dreaded, de- 
precated and abjur'd : Io fhew at One Time a 
becoming Concern: for their Religious and Civil 
Liberties, by guarding aganft the moſt Pouer- 
ful Attacks on Both; and at another Time, to 
court vont h impatience that Double Vaſſalage, in 
the lugbeſt Degrec; as if they had not bing nure 
al Heart, than to procure and intail an inextrie 
cable Sbene of Miſery on themſelves and their 
Poſterity : I% impoſe an horrible Cheat on God 
and the World, by arms Unreſerv'd Obe- 
dience to the Higher Powers, cven under the 
harde8$ 1 rials that can be ſuppo d; and yea, 
gromg no better Proof of it, than by aſſaulting 
the Government with continual Murmurings 
and Calummes, the common Prelude to Rebelli- 
on, till the Royal Prerogative hall vouchſafe 
to ſtoop to their petulant Humors: And, in a 
Mord, To termmate all their Fine Flouriſhes of 
extraordinary Zeal for the Church's Honour, 
Intereſt and Safety, in putting them, with an 
zmylicite Faith, into the Care. and Guardranſhip 


of the moſt Devoted Bigot to the Church of | 

Rome. wi h | 
might now, Ay Brethren, have further 
1 illu- 
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illuſtrated the inexcuſableneſs of ſuch a De- 
meanour as I have endeavour'd to deſcribe 


in its proper Colours; by urging,” The per- 


nicious Separation of thoſe, to very long 
and happily United, Intereſts of Our Church 


and Monrchy : The higheſt Ingratitude and 
moſt palpable Indignity offer'd to that Di- 
vine Providence which has often wonderful- 
ly deliver'd, and hitherto eminently pre- 


ſerv'd Them Both: The great Undutifulneſs 


to Our Spiritual Fathers, the Moſt Reverend 
and Right Reverend Gwdes of Our Church; 
whoſe Pious Care and Concern for Her pure 
Doctrine and the Public Safety, joyn'd with 


Seaſonable and Authoritative Advice, have 


been lately ſhewn in their Excellent Decla- 
ratzon : And laſtly, The heavy Charge of 
Inconſtancy, Raſhnęſs, Diſloyalty and Irreli- 
gion, which We ſhall hereby draw upon 


| our Selyes from the Wiſeand Judicious Part 


of Mankind, in all Foreign Kingdoms and 
States, But I fear I have already ſaid more 


than ſome of You will patiently bear. 


If therefore any thould object, that the 
Char Te is too ſevere and poignant 3 Or, if 


true, that theſe Reprehenhons would have 
look'd much better from a Lay Hand: and 


F 2 think 


44 A Seaſonable Expoſtulation 
think to hit me with the common Proverb 
of the:Uncleanly Bird, or any Thing of that 

1. That Matters of ſo great Weight, 
whereon the Ruin or Safety of a Nation de- 
pend, are beyond Compliment ; and will 
bear a Man out, if by a well-tim'd Zeal for 
the Public Good, He ſhould exceed the 
ſtrict Rules of Complaitance. 

2. That this is defign'd only for Such as 
aremention'd in the Title Page; zz. I hoſe 
who are Diſaffecled to the Preſent Government, 
with the "F/tabl;/h'd Succeſſion ; and endea- 
vour to promote the Intereſts of a Popuſh 
Prctended Rival: notwithſtanding the ſtrong- 
eit Obligations to the contrary. . 

3. If there are any Such Amphibious 
Perſons among Us under the Diſguiſe of 
Proteſtunts : As no Reprehentions can be too 
ſharp for them; ſo they ought to be ſingled 
out trom the Reſt of the Clergy, and bear 
their om Burt hen. If there are No Such to 
be found, then We are the more Happy; 
and 1 am very glad that I have been encoun- 
tring with Windinills all this while: Yet, 
{ince None are bound to take it to them- 
ſelves, there's no Harm done. Becauſe 


In the laſt Place, With 
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With the profoundeſt Reſpect and Vene- 
ration, I appeal to all the Loyal and Faith- 
ful Clergy of Our Church and Nation: Which 
are, 1 doubt not, the main Bulk of that 
Pious, Learned and Reverend Body. i 
| We know, My Reverend and much Honou- 

red Brethren, the Dignity and Duties of Ou 
Holy Function ; the influence We have, by 


our Doctrin and Examples, on the Minds 


and Conduct of Others, both as The Light 
and Salt of the World ; and the Greatneſs of 
that Reward which awaits Us as Faithful 
and Diligent Stewards of the Sacred Myſte- 
ries, when Our Chief Shepherd ſhall appear. 
We know likewiſe the Subſerviency of Re- 
ligion to the Public Peace and Happineſs of 
Cv Government : eſpecially the firm and in- 
violable Connexion between this Reform d, 
Pure and Orthodox Church, and the proper 
Rights and Preragative af the Crown, in their 
common Intereſts and Security: as alſo the 
utter impoſſibility of ſuch Happy intercourſe 
between the Body Eccleſiaſtical and Political 
and a Popiſb Head ; to anſwer thoſe Great 
Ends of mutual Confidence and Safety. 
We know the Wiſdom, Juſtice, Reaſonable- 
neſs and Stability ot the preſent Happy 

e Set- 


= Sttlemont and Linntation of the Crown to the 


next Proteſtant Heirs ; and Our indiſpenſa- 


ble Obligation, by the ftrongeſt Ties of 
_ - Conſcience and Intereſt, to ſupport it, in 


all the Duties proper to Our Stations ; nor 
only as We are veſted with that High Cha- 
racter of Ambaſſadors to the Prince of Peace; 
but as Defenders of the Laudable Doctrin 


and Sentiments of this Happy Church, the 


Glory and Strength of the Reformation, in that 


too much controverted Point of Sb jecfion to 


the Higher Powers, Being therefore deeply 
affected with the Provident Care and Good- 
neſs of Heaven, in giving Us a Ning anſwer⸗ 
able to our Deſires and Prayers; who is e- 
very way ſuited, by the Greatneſs, Equity, 
Temper and Delightful Propenſion of His 
Soul, to make Us truly Happy, both in a 
Religious and Civil reſpect ; and Bleſs'd 
with a Numerous Iſue, as the lively Pledges 


of our Future Security: We, who are the 
Profeſs d Gwdes of Others, cannot but con- 
tribute our Beſt Endeavours, as well on all 


proper Occaſions trom the Pulpit as in Con- 


_ Yerlation, to promote thoſe His Steady and 
moſt Excellent Deſigns ; by _— 'T 
fuitable Thankfulneſs to Almig 


ty God, 


thro 
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thro whom Kings reign, and Kingdoms are 
Eſtabliſh'd ; and a chearful Obedience, in 
our Capacities, to the Wiſdom, Authority 
and Lawful Commands of His Vicegerem. 
Whilft We lay aſide Party-Prejudice, gromitde 
leſe Animuſities and unneceſſary Diſtinc lim, 
(the Great Evil and Puniftment of the pre- 
lent Times) and have nothing but theſe 
Noble Ends in view; there is no Reaſon 
to doubt but that Our Faction will be duly 
Honour'd by the Wiſeſt of all Ranks and 
Degrees throughout the Nation; all raſn 
Cenfures and unreafonable Reflections will 
ſoon vanith, and the Intereſts of the Chwrch 
be continually ſtrengthen'd and enlarg'd. 
We ſhall have that moſt ſenſible Happineſs, 
the greateſt in this World, to ſee Her break 
thro” all the threatning Clouds of Romfþ 
Superſtition, inteſtine Schiſm, and Faction, 
with a much ſtronger Luſtre; till She ap- 
pears Fair as the Morning; Bright as the Sus; 
Terrible as an Army with Banners ; and Fim 
as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed. 
Let Us therefore pray inceſſantly for Such 
Her Happy, Peaceable and Flouriſhing, tho 
Militant State; and That all thoſe may 
proſper who love Her. Eſpecially, Let Us 


vine Bleſſings to ſurround His De pro- 


HPogeny, for the Good of this Church 
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2 His Government, and preſerve Hi is Po- 


ſte 


Happy and Unditturbet Reign Over a 


Thankful and Obedient Peop le: That the 


Wicked Deſigns of His Er ies may be a 
ways fruſtrated; the Minds of His ſeduc 


and miſg uided Subjects, peedily diſpos d t 
Peace, ka and all Dutiful Acknowledgg 
ments; and a Complication of all Bletfings, 


Spinal and Temporal, deſcend on. 
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; That He may itil] Na the Fa- 
— 4 of Heaven: and enjoy oy a very long, . 
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